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Course Description/ Short Syllabus: 
This course is an introduction to the Family and Consumer Studies Department.  Students 
will learn about the many interesting areas of study within the department and be able to 
explore their own interests within the field.  Students will be able to meet different 
professors in the department and learn about the different majors available.  Students will 
also explore department and university resources that are available to them, such as 
students groups and the career center.  Students will also work on professional 
advancement through observing different agencies and researching career opportunities. 
 
 
Assignments 
The final grade will be determined by the following assignments. 
Attendance    15% 
Papers      5% each 
Presentation    10% 
 
There will be 15 assignments that students must complete throughout the semester.  The 
lists of the assignments are below: 

1. Go to academic advising or interview a senior student in your field of study 
2. Research 3 areas of study (early childhood, education, parenting styles, credit 

cards, homeownership, bankruptcy, etc.) 
3. Interview 3 professors that are in the area you are interested in.  Ten minute 

interviews conducted in professors’ office hours or by email. 
4. Research 2 policy issues that are in your area of interest, local or national 
5. Go visit 2 agencies that work in your field of interest 
6. Write a paper on a career you are interested in.   
7. Visit career services 
8. Write a resume 
9. Write a cover letter about a job they could be interested in. 


