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Process

As part of our literacy program, we use
storytelling and dramatization'in the classroom.
Storytelling can be a wonderful tool for children
to express themselves and develop their skills.
Drawing children into the storytelling process
actively engages the listeners, creating a shared
experience that bonds the teller and listeners.
The stories have distinctive characteristics that
make it an excellent opportunity to foster oral

language development and promote valuable

social skills. Fantasy play through the storytelling/ .

dramatization process is a must in the early child-

ho-d,c_i‘ classroom.”
Benefits:
‘®  Resolves conflicts

‘e Helps identify/

understand emotions

. ® - Helps children manage
relationships with

peers.

*  Alfows creative expression.of personal

thoughits and ideas.

Sterytelling

Sitting at a storytelling table, as children
approach ask, “Would you like to tell me

a story for the class to act out?”

Write down the child’s name and date
saying, “Tell me what you want to say

and 1 will write it down.”

Write down the story verbatim. Do not
edit or condense. {Include grammatical

errors)

Give the child time to think. If s/he has
difficulty starting, tell them, “Some stories
begin, ‘Once upon a time...” or ‘Once
there was a little boy/girl’. You can start
your story however you want. Just tell
me what you want to say and | will write

it down,”

Echo each word as it s written t0 creaté' ‘

a maintainable pace
Length of story is limited té one page

Continue story by prompting “Then

what happened?” Tone of prompt must

convey.interest and genuine ‘curiosity.

o Read the story to the child when it is
indicated-s/he is finished.

Dramatization

 ~~ Sit down next to the child and read the
'story tothe class. )

e  Pick children to participate in the drama-
tization based on the author’s prefer-
ences. Consider those who have fewer

turns to:participate.

e -Reread the story as the children act it

out.

s . When finished; the audience should clap

“as the cast bows.

¢ Prompting should be general. Empha-
size the author’s creative representation
by saying, “Show me how you would...”

¢ Dialogueis handled by askin:g'éhﬂdren"
if they remember thei[ ljnes; remind

them as needed.

o Physical contact is not allowed. All

actors must stay on stage.



