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Greetings, 
 
The Department of Family and Consumer Studies is a wonderful, engaging department for 
faculty, staff and students.  We have an award winning faculty who excel in teaching and 
research.  We also have many faculty who are actively engaged in community service.  
Caitlin Cahill was awarded the University of Utah Public Service Professorship and Marissa 
Diener was awarded a University Neighborhood Faculty Fellowship for 2007-08.   
 
We welcome two new faculty to the department, Susan McDaniel and Trish Saccomano and 
a new enthusiastic student advisor, Jenny Stout (see personal profiles on page 2).  We also 
have an amazing staff dedicated to serving the needs of faculty and students. 
 
Armando Solorzano has developed a study abroad program to Mexico that is highlighted in 
this issue (page 4).  The University now requires students to have an international course or 
experience and our department currently offers this study abroad program, International 
Consumer Policy (Rob Mayer) and Parenting Around the World (Marissa Diener).  Two 
additional courses, Youth Participation in a Globalizing World (Caitlin Cahill) and US and 
International Family Policy (Sonia Salari), are in the approval process for the International 
designation.   
 
We are indebted to the FCS Advisory Board (see listing in this issue) who generously 
volunteer their time and talents to promote the department.  It is an impressive group of 
members who represent alumni, community organizations, and businesses.  We welcome 
Karen Crompton (Director of Voices for Children) as our new advisory board chair and Erin 
Trenbeath-Murray (Director of Head Start) as the chair-elect for 2007-08. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
 
Cheryl Wright 
FCS Chair 
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    We would like to add you to our electronic newsletter distribution list,  
 please send your email to: ribana.milas@fcs.utah.edu. 
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Susan McDaniel 
 
Susan McDaniel joins the Department of Family and Consumer Studies as a full 
Professor. She is also appointed as Senior Investigator in the Institute for Public and 
International Affairs. She comes to the University of Utah from Canada where she has 
taught at the Universities of Alberta, Waterloo and Windsor. 
 

 Her research is wide-ranging, guided by the central question of how social structural 
constraints impinge on human social life most intimately. The current phase of her 
research is focused on the development of new research and policy frameworks, 
particularly centered on life course as a social policy lens. In particular, she asks how 
aggregate social phenomena such as population aging and globalization articulate with 
individual and familial life course chances and choices. She is co-leading a group of 
researchers, funded by Human Resources and Social Development Canada, examining 
life course as a policy lens through seven applications. As well, she is part of the 
Executive Committee leading the Population Change and Life Course Cluster of 
Excellence, funded by the Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council of C
She is the author of many books, book chapters and articles. Her book, Close Relations 

(with Lorne Tepperman), now in third edition, is the best-selling family text in Canada. In Fall 2007, her four-volume book, 
Major Work on Ageing/Gerontology will be published by Sage, UK. 

anada. 

 
 
 

Patricia Saccomano 
 
Trish joins the FCS Faculty as the cohort leader for the Early 
Childhood Teacher Education program. Trish came to the 
University of Utah straight from the classroom. She spent 29  
years teaching Kindergarten, first and second grades in the Salt 
Lake City School District. She was a Site Teacher Educator for  
the University of Utah for 6 years before joining the Department  
of Teaching & Learning in 2004.  Trish received her BS and  
M. Ed degrees from Westminster College in Salt Lake City. 
Trish will be supervising all the student teacher placements and 
she teaches FCS 2640 Integrated Curriculum Methods. She  
also teaches classroom management and the early childhood  
action research seminar. The Early Childhood Teacher Program 
is a joint program between the FCS and Teaching and Learning 
Departments. 
 
 
 

Jennifer Stout 
 

Jenny graduated from the FCS department double majoring in Human 
Development and Family Studies as well as Consumer and Community 
Studies. She says: “The FCS department was a wonderful place to be as a 
student. I loved every class I attended and truly enjoyed each professor. 
When I learned about the FCS advisor position I jumped at the chance to 
continue working with the faculty and staff, as well as share my passion for 
the course content with students.” 
She loves meeting with students and helping them with their academic plans 
and especially enjoys being a welcoming face for freshmen and transfer 
students. She is looking forward to the major expo in September to show 
students from across campus what FCS has to offer. She is also excited to 
be taking over the field training program             
this fall semester. 


